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Herb Betker 

I was born in Chicago, Illinois, Nov. 11, 1910. 
Eight years later the world celebrated my birthday 
by ending World War I. I gre-w a little older and 
the World took another look at me and started fight¬ 
ing again. 

My parents brought me to California when I was 
two years old, and I received my grammar and high 
school education in the Los Angeles City school sys¬ 
tem. OJd man depression came along, and I did not 
get a chance to go to college. In the meantime I 
have done a little of everything to make a living. A 
partial list includes dish washing, magazine salesman, 
prize fighter, grocery clerk, twenty-one and dice 
game dealer, farm laborer and farmer. Your guess 
is as good as mine as to what I’ll do next. I 
am married to a wife who heartily approves of my 
chess activities, probably figures chess keeps me out 
of mischief. I have three daughters: the oldest, 
aged four and a half; already shows considerable inter¬ 
est in chess. 

I first learned the moves of chess during the famous 
Pasadena tournament in the early 1930’s in which 
Alekhine, Capablanca, and others played. However, I 
had no one to play. About six years ago my good 
friend Rev. Donald Weston, mentioned that he wished 
he knew how to play chess so we dug out the en¬ 
cyclopedia and taught ourselves how to play after a 
fashion. I like to think that my play has improved 
since, but some times I wonder. 

At the present time I am President of the Modesto 
Chess Club, and President of the newly formed Cen¬ 
tral California Chess League; in addition I am Tourna¬ 
ment Director and Games Editor of the Chess Courier 
and the Courier Correspondence Chess Club. All this 
with about 80 games of correspondence chess going 
keeps me pretty busy chessically. 


WORKING MY WAY UP 

By MERVYN H. PORTER 
No. 3 

No doubt you’ve heard about the moron who ran 
around the block six times trying to figure out how 
to get across the street. 

Well, that’s the predicament a beginner finds him¬ 
self in when he tries to learn to play chess from the 
information found in most of today’s literature. 

I never could figure out why chess authors would 
write so many complicated books about such a simple 
game as chess. For chess is a simple game, don’t you 
think? You ought to see the square emblem they ex¬ 
pect us to wear so that people will know we are chess 
players. Who ever heard of a chess game being played 
on the square? 

The first time I saw one of those emblems I thought 
it was the badge of the Plasterer’s Union. You know, 
that square board with a handle under it that the 
plasterer puts the smear on and then smears it on 
the ceiling. 

Now, if I were to design an emblem for the game 
of chess I would make it triangular in shape with a 
big raised figure three on it so that people would 
know chess was human. The triangular shape of the 
emblem would constantly remind us of The Eternal 
Triangle and the figure three would keep us from for¬ 
getting that there are three sides and three corners 
to every triangle. 

In Biblical history we are told about the Three 
Wise Men. In dramatics we go to see the Three 
Musketeers. In children’s fiction we read about Goldi¬ 
locks and the Three Bears. In newspaper advertising 
we are offered three lines, three times for three dimes. 

When we think about the game of chess, the threes 
predominate the game at every turn. There are three 
players involved in every good game of chess. One 
for the White pieces, one for the Black pieces, and 
the Kibitzer. There are twice three different pieces 
used in a game—the King, Queen and Bishop. The 
Knight, Rook and Pawn. The pieces move around in 
three directions—parallel with the edges of the board, 
diagonal to the edges of the board and up and off 
the board. There are three kinds of moves—offensive, 
defensive, and waiting. There are three parts to a 
game of chess—mobilization of the forces at hand, 
removal of barriers and penetration into enemy terri¬ 
tory, the capitulation of the enemy monarch. Like the 
Arabian Knights, there are three factors that control 
the outcome of a game of chess—the power of the 
thrust, the strength of the armor, the maneuverability 
of the steed. 

In the final analysis, there are three possibilities: 
Win, Lose or Draw. 


Somebody suggested a short biography so here goes 
nothing. 

I was born in 1890 in San Francisco by the Golden 
Gate, and got kicked through the San Francisco 
schools. I was so dumb that when the teacher asked 
me what my mother’s name was before she was mar¬ 
ried, I told her I did not have one then. 

I spent ten years trying to build houses but they 
wouldn’t stay up. Then I got the urge to travel, but 
the roads were so poor I wasted the next ten years 
building highways. 

My greatest ambition was to be up in the oil, so I 
slept through twenty years in the oil industry. 

I was in and out of the pawn shops so much that 
I decided to buy a few pawns of my own, but nobody 
would break a set, so I had to buy a full set of chess 
men. 

I never could learn to play chess, but I’m having a 
lot of fun trying. Talk about a hard loser, that’s me. 



Herb Betker Mervyn H. Porter 
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Hastings International Congress 



H. Golombek 


(December 30, 1948—Jan. 8, 1949) 

By HARRY GOLOMBEK, England 

PREMIER TOURNAMENT TABLE 


Place 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 Total 

1. Rossolimo (France) — 

y 2 

1 

1 

Vz 

Vz 

Vz 

Vz 

1 

1 

6 Vz 

2. Konig (Jugoslavia) 


Vz 

1 

0 

Vz 

1 

1 

Vz 

1 

6 

3» Muhring (Holland) .. 0 

% 

— 

0 

Vz 

1 

1 

1 

Vz 

1 

51/2 

4. Fairhurst (G. Britain) 0 

0 

1 

— 

0 

Vz 

1 

1 

1 

Vz 

5 

5. Wood (Gt. Britain) ..V2 

1 

Vz 

1 

— 

0 

0 

Vz 

Vz 

1 

5 

6. Schmidt (Germany) Vz 

Vz 

0 

Vz 

1 

— 

Vz 

Vz 

Vz 

Vz 

41/2 

7. Sir Thomas (G. B.) ..V2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Vz 

— 

Vz 

Vz 

1 

4 

8. Wade (N Zealand) ..V2 

0 

0 

0 

Vz 

Vz 

Vz 

— 

1 

Vz 

3 Vz 

9. G. Winser (Gt. Brit.) 0 

Vz 

Vz 

0 

Vz 

Vz 

Vz 

0 

_ 

Vz 

3 

10. Tylor (Gt. Britain).... 0 

0 

0 

Vz 

0 

Vz 

0 

Vz 

Vz 

— 

2 


The town of Hastings has long been 
famous throughout the chess playing 
world for its international chess con¬ 
gresses. The long series that started in 
1920 has seen among its winners such 
glorious names as Alekhine, Capa- 
blanca, Rubinstein, M a r o c z y, Fine, 
Flohr, Reshevsky, Marshall, Tarta- 
kower, Euwe and, last year, Szabo. 
Unfortunately this time Szabo, after 
accepting an invitation to play, was 
taken ill and had to go to a hospital in 
Budapest. Had he played, he would 
have been prime favorite but, as it 
was, the French champion, Nicolas 
Rossolimo, won first prize in the Pre¬ 
mier without too much difficulty. He 
started off in sparkling style with a 
series of brilliant victories. Only when 
in the last few rounds, the first prize 
was practically in his grasp did he re¬ 
lax and allow his opponents a few 
draws. 

Readers may be interested in a few 
details about this picturesque and ver¬ 
satile master. He is 38 vears old, a pro¬ 
fessional player of Gileo-Russian ex¬ 
traction but naturalized French. When 
very young in Russia, he was a first 
category player. On coming to France, 
he earned his living as a chauffeur and 
became, not only a chess master, but 


also a master of the art of judo. He has 
progressed by leaps and bounds in 
both pursuits and I well remember 
watching him give an entrancing ex¬ 
hibition of the judo against a profes¬ 
sional trainer at Hilversum in 1946. 
Last year he won second prize at the 
international tournament at Bad Gas- 
tein in Austria and also became French 
champion. Shortly before playing at 
Hastings, he drew a match with the 
ever-redoubtable Dr. Tartakower. 

The last minute choice to take 
Szabo’s place, Konig was, like most 
Hastings’ last minute choices, a dis¬ 
tinct and welcome surprise. Had he 
not gone astray in a won position 
against Wood, he might have well at¬ 
tained even higher honors. The Dutch 
master Muhring was very up and down 
in his form: he played some delightful 
games—and some that were not quite 
so attractive. Of the two leading Brit¬ 
ish players, Fairhurst was more com¬ 
binative and less positional in style 
than usual, while Wood did especially 
well against the other prize winners. 

One other interesting entry was that 
of Paul Schmidt, formerly of Estonia, 
and now a student at Heidelberg Uni¬ 
versity. Before the war, he was con¬ 
sidered Keres’ chief rival in Estonia 
and twice he came above him in tour- 


Born London, January 3, 1911. Boy chess champion of London, 1928. In my first 
game for London University played on top board and met C. H. D. Alexander (mho 
had just won a run of ten games on top board for Cambridge University) and won 
one of the most exciting games Uve ever played. Won prizes several times in 
British championships before the war , my first performance being second, half a 
point behind the winner at Brighton, 1938. Represented Great Britain at the inter¬ 
national team tournaments at Warsaw 1935, Stockholm 1937, and Buenos Aireis 
1939, never scoring less than 50%. Was second to Alekhine at Montevideo 1939. 
During the war served for a near and half in the artillery and then the remainder 
of the war in the Foreign Office. Won the British Championship in 1947 and was 
second in 1948. Have won two first prizes in tournaments in Holland during the 
last two years. Am the present Times Chess Correspondent. Have had two books 
on the game published and have two more in the press and am working on another 
at the moment. —H. Golombek. 
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naments there. His play at Hastings 
was somewhat tentative since he had 
not taken part in an international tour¬ 
nament for some years. But shortly 
afterward, he produced some beautiful 
games at Beverwyk where he came 
equal second, half a point behind Dr. 
Tartakower. 

The Congress in general was as pop¬ 
ular as ever and numbered over 140 
competitors. Several new notes were 
struck this time. The local member of 
Parliament opened the proceedings 
with a speech in Esperanto to welcome 
the foreign players, thereby making 
himself just as comprehensible to his 
audience as most of his predecessors. 
For the first time, too, the tournament 
was televised. The arc lights caused 
temporary inconvenience to some of 


the players none of whom appeared 
much consoled by the fact that, as the 
tournament director assured them, 
chess history was being made. 

Owing to travel and currency re¬ 
strictions, the Premier Reserves, which 
formerly was as international in com¬ 
petition as the Premier, was this year 
entirely English, since the venerable 
Mieses (now 85) has become a natural¬ 
ized British citizen. He still retains 
some of his old fire and won a special 
brilliancy prize for his victory over 
E. G. Sergeant in the last round. The 
scores in this section were H. G. 
Rhodes 7i/ 2 , L. W. Barden 5y 2 , D. M. 
Horne, D. B. Scott and A. R. B. Thomas 
5, Dr. H. G. Schenk 4y>, E. G. Sergeant 
4, Capt. P. D. Bolland and J. Mieses 
3y 2 , D. J. O’Sullivan iy 2 . 


Diagram 1 
Black (Rossolimo) 


Diagram 2 
Black (Rossolimo) 


Diagram 3 
Black (Konig) 



White (Tylor) to play White (Fairhurst) to play 


White (Wood) to play 


I have annoted in full the two best 
games from the Premier but here are 
some of the highlights from the other 
games. In Diagram 1, Tylor tries to 
save a compromised position by play¬ 
ing 25. N-Q6, RxP; 26. NxB, but now 
comes a shock 26. . . . Q-N4!; and 
owing to the double attack on White’s 
QB1, he must play 27. QxR, BxQ; 28. 
RxB, PxN. After a stubborn resistance 
White eventually lost the ending. 

In Diagram 2, Fairhurst spoils his 
chances by trying for too much too 
quickly. He opens up the game pre¬ 
maturely bv 20. P-K5, (stronger is 20. 
0-K2, and 21. KR-Q1) 20. . . . PxP: 21. 
PxP, B-B4; 22. R-B4, Q-Q2; 23. BxN 
(better is first 23. BxB); 23. . . . PxB; 
24. Q-N4ch, K-Rl; 25. Q-R4, Q-Ql; 26. 
PxP, P-K4; 27. BxB, PxR; and White 
resigns. 

Konig’s costly miss against Wood 
was as follows: (Diagram 3) 19. P-N4, 
PxP e.p. (by 19. . . . N-R6!; 20. R-N2, 
Q-R3, Black can obtain a won game); 


20. RxP, Q-R4 (20. . . . Q-R3; was still 
good enough to retain an advantage); 

21. B-N2, P-B5; 22. PxP, N-R6; 23. P- 
Q5, P-K4; 24. PxP, N-B7ch; 25. K-N2, 
NxB; 26. PxN, B-R6ch; 27. K-Nl (27. 
RxB?, N-B5 ch); 27. . . . R-Kl; 28. N- 
K4, NxB; 29. QxN, RxN; 30. PxR, Q- 
08ch; 31. K-B2, Q-B8ch; 32. K-K3, 0- 
K8ch; 33. K-B4, 0-KB8ch; 34. K-N5, 
B-Q2; 35. PxP, resigns. 

In Diagram 4 Muhring dug his own 
grave against Fairhurst by the rash 

20. QxNP? (better is 20. B-N5); 20_ 

R-QN1; 21. Q-R6, RxPch; 22. R-K2, R- 
N3; 23. Q-R3, BxN; 24. NPxB, R-KN1; 
25. K-Kl, B-Kl: 26. R-KB2, B-R4; 27. 
B-Bl. R-N8ch; 28. R-Bl, Q-N2; 29. N- 
02, 0-N5; 30. RxR, QxQ; 31. N-N3, 
0-N5ch: 32. R-Q2, N-R4; 33. R-N2, Q- 
B6: 34. K-B2, NxN; White resigns. 

Here is how (Diagram 5) Wood, 
though a piece down, managed to 
snatch a win against Tylor. 32. R-Ql, 
(stronger 32. Q-B2. P-QN3; 33. R-Ql); 
32. . . . P-B5: 33. Q-Bl, R-Ql; 34.RxR, 
PxR; 35. P-QR4? (correct is 35. Q-Ql, 
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Diagram 4 
Black (Fairhurst) 


Diagram 5 
Black (Wood) 


Diagram 6 
Black (Tylor) 



White (Muhring) to play White (Tylor) to play White (,'Thomas) to play 


and if P-Q7; 36. R-Nl); 35. . . . P-Q7; 
36. Q-Ql, OxR; White resigns. 

Sir George Thomas is now well on 
in the veteran stage but he can still 
execute a crushing King side attack 
when the occasion arises as is shown 
by the following finish (Diagram 6) 
30. P-B4, P-R6; 31. NPxP, RxP; 32. 
R-B8, R-Rl; 33. RxR, RxR; 34. P-N5, 
RPxP; 35. R-KR2, B-Ql; 36. Q-R7ch, 
K-Bl; 37. Q-R8ch, K-K2; 38. QxP, B- 
R4; 39. QxKPch, resigns. 

Round 5, Hastings Premier Tourna¬ 
ment, 1948-49. 

White: Rossolimo (France). 

Black: Muhring (Holland). 

GIUOCO PIANO. 

1. P-K4 P-K4 3. B-B4 B-B4 

2. N-KB3 N-QB3 4. P-B3 Q-K2 

A maneuver introduced by Alekhine 

into modern master play with the in¬ 
tention of holding on to the central 
point K4 as long as possible. 

5. P-04 B-N3 7. P-KR3 N-B3 

6. 0-0 P-Q3 8. R-Kl 0-0 

9. N-R3 

The usual line here is P-QR4 follow¬ 
ed by P-QN4; but last year Rossolimo 
evolved the plan of developing the 
knight to QB4 with pressure on QN6 
and K5. 

9. . . . N-Ql 

So as to give the K-bishop a flight 
square after P-QB3. 

10. B-Q3 

In the France-Belgium match at the 
beginning of 1948 Rossolimo played 
against Dunkelblum 10. B-Bl, P-B3; 

11. N-B4, B-B2; 12. P-QN3. P-B4: 13. 
PxKP, PxP; 14. N-K3, P-QN3; 15. N- 
05, NxN; 16. PxN, P-B3; 17. N-Q2, 
N-B2: 18. P-KB4, Q-Ql; 19. N-B4, PxP; 
20. P-Q6, BxP; 21. Q-Q5, B-R3; 22. 
NxB. BxB; 23. R-K8, and won easily, 
but he later discovered that 10. B-Q3, 
was the more aggressive line. 


10. . . . P-B3 

11. N-B4 B-B2 

12. P-QN3 P-QN4? 

Wrongly opening up the position in¬ 
stead of trying to consolidate in the 
center by 12. . . . R-Kl. 

13. PxP PxP 

If 13. . . . PxN; 14. PxN, QxBP; 15. 
BxP, QxP; 16. B-K3, threatening B-Q4 
with a strong K side attack. 

Now comes a neat litle intermezzo 
that further loosens Black’s game. 

14. B-R3 P-B4 

15. N-K3 B-R4 

An ineffective counterattack, but if 
15. . . . B-N2; 16. N-B5, or 15. . . . 
P-N5; 16. B-N2, in both cases with dis¬ 
tinct advantage to White. 

16. Q-B2 B-N2 

After 16. . . . BxP; 17. QxB, P-N5; 

18. Q-B2, Black’s pawns are so badly 
placed that though White has a pawn 
less he yet has a won endgame. 

17. N-Q5! 

A vigorous move which throws a 
bright light on Black’s many weak¬ 


nesses. 

17. . . . BxN 

Or 17. . . . 0-Q3; 18. NxNch, PxN; 
49. BxNP. 

18. PxB B-B2 

19. NxP! BxN 

20. P-KB4 P-N5 

Still worse would be 20. . . . B-Q5ch; 

21. PxB. 

21. RxB 0-03 

22. B-N2 PxP 

White was threatening 23. P-B4, 


whilst if 22. . . . NxP; 23. B-K4 wins. 
But now the two Bishops are ideally 
placed for action on the K side. 

23. BxP P-KR3 

So as to prevent 24. R-KN5. 

24. R-KB1 

With the idea of bringing the rook 
on to the N file via B3. 

24. . . . 


N-N2 
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He blocks the long diagonal and now 
really does threaten NxQP. 

25. B-B4 QR-Q1 

26. R-B3 Q-N3 

27. R-N3 N-Q3 

This is his best chance, he threatens 

to nullify the action of the Q bishop by 
N-N4-Q5. 

28! Q-Q3 P-R3 

Once again he prepares to play N- 
N4. If he does so at once then after 28. 

. . . N-N4; 29. BxN, P-B5disch; 30. Q- 
Q4, QxB; 31. RxPch, KxR; 32. R-N5ch, 
K-R2; 33. R-N7ch! Black is in a mating 
net. 

Note that if White plays 29. BxP, P- 
Bodis.ch.; wins for Black. But now the 
storm bursts. 

29. RxNPch! KxR 

30. Q-N3ch K-R2 

If 30. . . . K-Rl; 31. R-R5 wins. 

31. B-Q3ch N(Q3)-K5 

32. RxN P-B5dis.ch. 

33. B-Q4 PxB 

The only way to avert the mate. 

34. BxQ RxP 

or 34. . . . NxR; 35. QxP, QR-K1; 
36. P-Q6, and the Q pawn cannot be 
stopped. 

35. R-Q4 Resigns. 

A pleasing example of Rossolimo’s 
lively play. 

Round 9, Hastings 1948-49. 

White: Muring (Holland). 

Black: Schmidt (Germany). 

Q.G.D. HALF SLAV DEFENCE. 

1. P-04 P-Q4 

2. P-0B4 P-K3 

3. N-0B3 P-QB3 

4. P-K4 


The usual move is 4. N-B3, but with 
the text White makes a vigorous at¬ 
tempt (here successful) to turn the 
game into open channels whilst re¬ 
taining the initiative. 

4. PxKP 

5. NxP N-B3? 

An indifferent move which leaves 
Black faced with many difficult prob¬ 
lems before he completes his develop¬ 
ment. Better is 5. . . . B-N5ch; 6. N-B3, 
P-QB4; but Schmidt (who had been 
present when the 1948 British cham¬ 
pionship was played in London) fear¬ 
ed the gambit line with which B. H. 
Wood then beat Alexander, viz: 5. . . . 
B-N5ch; 6. B-Q2, QxP: 7. BxB, QxNch; 
8. B-K2, QxNP; 9. B-KB3, Q-N3; 10. N- 
K2, N-QR3; 11. B-R3, N-K2; 12. R-KN1, 
with a very strong attack for White. 
The flaw in the line is that Black need 
not accept the second pawn but can 
safely continue his development bv 
8. . . . N-QR3: 9. B-B3. P-B3: 10. N-B3, 
N-K2; 11. O-O, O-O; 12. R-Kl, P-K4!; 


as in the game Lilienthal-Kotov, Tall¬ 
inn, 1945. 

6. NxNch 

7. N-B3 

8. B-Q2 

9. QxB 

10. B-K2 

The only way to develop the O 
bishop since 10. . * . P-K4; would lose 
a pawn after 11. Q-K3. 

11 . 0-0 0-0 

12. Q-K3 B-N2 


QxN 

B-N5ch 

BxBch 

N-Q2 

P-QN3 


After 12. . . . P-B4; 13. PxP, NxP; 

14. P-QN4, White’s Q side pawn ma¬ 
jority gets moving! 

13. N-K5 KR-Q1 

It is a case of choosing between two 
evils—the defensive textmove or the 
line 13. . . . NxN; 14. PxN, Q-K2; 15. 
KR-Q1, KR-Q1; 16. B-B3, P-0B4; 17. 
R-Q6. This last variation, though un¬ 
satisfactory, still seems better than the 
one Black adopts. 

14. B-B3 QR-B1 

15. P-QN4 NxN 

16. PxN Q-R5 

Position after 16. . . . Q-R5. 



17. B-K4! 

Very well played and much better 
than 17. QR-B1, R-Q5; 18. P-N3, Q-Ql; 
19. KR-Q1, P-QB4! 

17.... R-B2 

18. KR-Q1 R2-Q2 

19. RxR RxR 

20. P-B5! 


Another strong move that prepares 
the decisive action on the Q wing. If 
Black now plays 20. . . . P-QN4 then 
after giving his King a loophole by 
P-N3 White will plav P-QR4 followed 
by Q-KB3. 

20. . . . Q-Ql 

21. P-KR3 

Necessary since 21. Q-KB3, gives 
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Black counterchances by 21. . . . B-R3; 
22. BxP, R-Q6. 

21. . . . . P-N3 

22. P-N5 PxNP 


or 22. . . . Q-Rl; 23. Q-KB3, R-B2; 

24. R-Ql, when Black is quite helpless. 

23. P-B6 R-Q8ch 27. P-B7 Q-K8 

24. RxR QxRch 28. Q-Q8ch K-N2 

25. K-R2 B-Bl 29. Q-B6ch 

26. Q-N5 P-N5 

And not 29. QxB, QxB; 30. P-N3, Q- 
B6 when the game would be drawn. 

29. . . . K-R3 

30. Q-B4ch K-N2 

31. Q-B6ch K-R3 

White’s last few moves were done 

to gain time on the clock, now comes 
a neat finish. 

32. B-R8! 

The only square where the bishop is 
either safe from attack or does not im¬ 
pede the action of the White Queen. 

32. . . . B-R3 

33. P-B4 Q-N8 

Hoping for 34. QxBP, Q-B4; when 

Black would be able to draw. 

34. Q-R8! Resigns. 

Black cannot avoid mate. It is easy 

to see Dr. Euwe’s influence in this 
game with its methodical yet most 
pleasing manner of solving the prob¬ 
lem of attack. 

FINE-NAJDORF MATCH 
At the beginning, it looked like a 
run-away affair for Reuben Fine. He 
won the first two games in fast and 
conclusive style. The third game 
changed the aspect. He lost in an end¬ 
ing that seemed to be drawn. The 
fourth game was an easy win for Naj- 
dorf. Everybody was keyed up now, 
but the sparks of fire were gone. The 
last four games were drawn. 

Here are a couple of games from this 
match with special notes. 

Here is a classic example of Fine’s 
opening mastery overcoming tactical 
ability! 

White: R. Fine Black: M. Najdorf. 
GRUNFELD DEFENCE 

Notes by Abe Yanofsky, Champion 
of Canada. 

1. P-Q4 N-KB3 3. N-KB3 P-Q4 

2. P-QB4 P-KN3 4. B-B4 

More usual is 4. N-B3, B-N2; 5. Q-N3, 
PxP; 6. QxBP, O-O; 7. P-K4, B-N5; 

8. B-K3 and now Najdorf’s N-R3 
(threatening 9. . . . P-B4!) poses quite 
a problem for White. It is probably for 
this reason that Fine has selected a 
quieter channel of plav. 

4. . . . . ‘ B-N2 

5. P-K3 0-0 


6 . Q-N3 P-B3? 

On general principles, this move is 
not favored in the Grunfeld as it con¬ 
siderably restricts his development. 
Better is 6. . . . PxP; 7. BxP, N-B3. 

7. N-B3 P-N3 

8 . R-Bl B-N2 

More aggressive is 8. . . . B-R3 but 

Black has in any case committed him¬ 
self to a backward position. 

9. PxP PxP 11. 0-0 R-Bl 

10. B-K2 N-B3 12. P-KR3 P-KR3 

Najdorf must bide his time as he is 
in no position to commence a counter¬ 
offensive. 

13. Q-R4 P-QR3 

14. N-K5! 

Not 14. BxRP, as R-Rl wins a piece. 
White now threatens 15. NxN, RxN; 

16. BxRP!. 

14. NxN 16. BxB KxB 

15. BxN N-Q2 17. R-B2 

Fine now prepares to build up on 
the Queen side and on the open QB 
file. 

17. ... P-K3 19. KR-B1 N-B3 

18. Q-N4 N-Nl 20. Q-R3 Q-K2 


Position after 20. . . . Q-K2. 



21. N-R4! 


Fine wisely allows the exchange of 
Queens due to his superior position 
and aggressive disposal of his pieces 
which can penetrate Najdorf’s de¬ 
fences with the greatest of ease. 

21. . . . QxQ 

22. PxQ P-QN4 

23. N-N6 R-B2 

Najdorf has been inveigled into a 

fatal pin which critically drains all his 
remaining resources. 

24. P-QR4! PxP 

25. NxRP KR-B1 

26. N-N6! 

Fine allows no possible outlet of es¬ 
cape for Najdorf’s entangled hordes. 
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26. . . . 

27. P-QR4 
Desperation. 

28. BxP BxB 

29. RxN RxR 


R-QN1 

R : Q1 


30. RxR R-QN1 

31. P-R5! 


Even though Najdorf is no longer in 
a strangle hold he is still unable to get 
any play for his pieces. His opening 
tactics in this game have clearly 
spelled his doom. 

31. . . . R-N2? 

32. NxP! 

Najdorf allows the los of another 
pawn in order to at least be able to 
give one check! 

32. . . . R-N8ch 

33. K-R2 B-Q6 

Alas 33. . . . B-N2 is amply met by 


34. R-N6! 


34. R-N6 R-R8 38. R-B7ch K-B3 

35. N-N4 B-B5 39. P-R7 P-N4 

36. P-R6 P-B4 40. N-B6 Resigns 

37. R-B6! B-N6 

Masterly play by Fine and poor 
theoretical display by Najdorf! 


White: M. Najdorf Black: R. Fine. 
NIMZO INDIAN DEFENCE 

Notes by Jim Schmitt, Portland. 

1. P-Q4 N-KB3 3. N-QB3 B-N5 

2. P-QB4 P-K3 4. Q-B2 

This move is again becoming more 
popular than P-K3 the standby for 
several years. 

4. P-Q4 

The alternative, N-B3 followed by 
P-Q3 and P-K4, also has good chances 
for equality. 

5. PxP QxP 

The most aggressive. In return for 
the two bishops, Black is able to suc¬ 
cessfully attack the White center. 

6. N-B‘3 P-B4 9. PxP QxBP 

7. B-Q2 BxN 10. R-Bl N-B3 

8. BxB 0-0 

Naturally he does not fear BxN. 

11. Q-'Nl 

Two moves to bury his queen. P-K3 
and B-K2 was more useful. 


11. . . . 

Q-K2 

12. P-KN3 


Better is P-K3. 


12. . . . 

P-K4! 

13. B-N2 

N-Q4 

14. 0-0 


Not 14. NxP?, NxB; 15. 

NxN??, QxP 

mate. 


14. . . . 

NxB 

15. PxN 


Leaving a bad weakness 

on the queen 

side. RxN would leave 

Black with a 

slight advantage because of the center 

pawn. 


15. . . . 

B-K3 

16. KR-01 

QR-B1 

17. N-Kl 

B-B5 


Occupies the weak square with pres¬ 
sure on K7. 

18. N-Q3 P-B4 

19. P-K4 P-B5 

20. B-R3 

A new diagonal! 

20 . . . . QR-Q1 

21. N-N4 Q-KB2! 

A tremendous move that covers the 
whole board. 

22. RxR 

Black had threatened to open the KB 
file, check at B7 and then play B-K7 
followed by B-B6ch. 

22. . . . NxR 

23. Q-B2 N-K3 

24. B-B5 

A pitiful effort to block the attack. 
Fine will eventually play P-KN3 but 
he calmly prepares it with his next 
two moves. 

24. . . . N-B4 

25. R-Ql 0-R4 

26. N-05 P-KN3 

Curtains. 

27. B-Q7 NxB 

Resigns! For if 28. N-K7ch, K-Rl; 

29. RxN, Q-R6; 30. R-Ql or Q-Ql; P-B6 
seems conclusive. 

Najdorf didn’t do himself justice. 


PROBLEM 

By V. PAFNUTIEFF, San Francisco 
First Publication 

(These kind of problems were very 
popular in the olden days!--Ye Editor ) 



Mate in eleven moves. 


1. R-QN8ch(a QxR 


6. N-N5ch PxN 

7. RxNch B-R4 

8. RxBch PxR 

9. B-B2ch K-R3 

10. P-B8=Qch QxQ 

11. PxP Mate 
a) If PxPch, K-Bl; 2. R-N8ch, then 
B-Bl. 


PxPch 

N-N6ch 

0-R6ch 

B-B6ch 


K-Rl 

PxN 

PxQ 

K-R2 
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HISTORY OF VARIATIONS 
By EDUARDO J. MARCHISOTTI 
Montevideo, Uruguay 
CALIFORNIA CHESS NEWS is happy 
to present a special article by a world 
authority on the openings in chess. 

The inventors of lines of play have 
not always been given their just due, 
since most of the time the real inventor 
has remained unknown to the chess 
world and generally the current nom¬ 
enclature has been the result of some 
sensational game. Therefore we will 
try to throw some light on the subject. 

The Rubinstein attack in the Q.G.D. 

This line of play attributed to the 
great Akiba Rubinstein really belongs 
to Dr. Karel Treybal, who used it in 
his game with Hromadka in the Bad 
Pistyan Tournament of 1922, two 
years before Rubinstein played it 
against Dr. Emmanuel Lasker in Berlin 
1924. The game, which appeared in the 
tournament book edited by Bernhard 
Kagan, p. 141, took this course: 
White: Dr. Treybal Black: Hromadka. 

1. P-Q4, P-Q4; 2. P-QB4, P-K3; 3. N- 
QB3, N-KB3; 4. B-N5, B-K2; 5. P-K3, 
QN-Q2; 6. N-B3, O-O; 7. R-B, P-B3; 8. 
B-Q3; PxP; 9. BxP, N-Q4; 10. BxB, 
QxB; 11. O-O, NxN; 12 RxN, P-K4; 
13. PxP, NxP; 14. NxN, QxN; 15. P-B 4, 
Q-B3; 16. P-K4, R-Q; 17. Q-K2, B-K3; 
18. P-K5. BxB; 19. RxB, Q-B4; 20. Q- 
K4, QxQ; 21. RxQ, R-Q7; 22. R-B2, R- 
Q8ch; 23. R-B, R-Q7; 24. R-B2, R-Q8ch 
and drawn by repetition of moves. 

The Bit worth variation of the Ray 
Lopez. 

The inventor of this variation is 
neither the Irishman Dilworth nor the 
Pole Kleczynski, but instead the 
French master Alphonse Goetz. In the 
magazine “La Strategic” of 1888, p. 49, 
we find the following game: 

Correspondence 1887 

White: Dr. Schriunp and J. Mehrlen 

Black: A. Goetz 

1. P-K4, P-K4; 2. N-KB3, N-QB3; 3. 
B-N5, P-QR3; 4. B-R4, N-B3; 5. O-O, 
NxP; 6. P-Q4, P-QN4; 7. B-N3, P-Q4; 
8 . PxP, B-K3; 9. P-B3, B-QB4; 10. QN- 
02, O-O; 11. B-B2, NxKBP ; 12. RxN, 
P-B3; 13. N-N3, BxRch; 14. KxB, PxP; 
15. K-N, B-N5; 16. Q-K, BxN; 17. PxB, 
Q-B3; 18. P-KB4, PxP; 19. N-B5, QR-K; 
20. Q-B, N-Q5; 21. B-Q, P-B6;~22. N-Q3, 
0-N3ch; 23. K-R, QxN and White re¬ 
signed. 

Alekhine Defense 

Called now the “Moscow Defense” 
by the Soviet masters, thus giving the 
credit to the Moscow player Rlyaskin, 


it was pointed out by Allgaier in 1811 
in “Debut irreguliers” and the Vien¬ 
nese edition of 1841 carries the follow¬ 
ing variation: 1. P-K4, N-KB3 ; 2. P-K5, 
N-Q4; 3. P-QB4, N-N3; 4. P-Q4, P-Q3; 
5. P-KB4, PxP; 6. BPxP, B-B4; 7. N- 
KB3, P-K3; 8. B-Q3, B-N3; 9. N-B3, P- 
B4. Afterwards it was played in a cor¬ 
respondence game Berwick-Edinburgh 
1860-61 and in two games Anderssen- 
Pearson, 1862. 

The Stahlberg continuation in the 
Meran Defense. 

After 1. P-Q4, P-Q4; 2. P-QB4, P- 
QB3; 3. N-KB3, N-B3; 4. P-K3, P-K3; 
5; N-B3, QN-Q2; 6. B-Q3, PxP; 7. BxP, 
P-QN4; 8. B-Q3, P-QR3; 9. P-K4, P-B4; 
10. P-K5, PxP; 11. NxNP, NxP; 12. 
NxN, PxN, the continuation 13. Q-B3! 
was attributed to Stahlberg for having 
used it in one of his games against 
Spielmann, Match 1933. The move was 
really fathered by the Uruguayan play¬ 
er Luis Alberto Gulla, who used it in 
this game published in “El Ajedrez 
Americano” of 1928, p. 338: 

White: L. A. Gulla. 

Black: H. Anaya Oger. 

13.Q-R3!, B-N5ch; 14. K-K2, Q-Q4; 
15. QxQ, NxQ; 16. BxPch, K-B; il. 
R-Q, B-Q3; 18. N-B4, B-B4; 19. B-B6, 
R-R2; 20. BxN, PxB; 21. N-K5, R-K2; 
22. K-B3, RxN; 23. B-B4, R-K; 24. QR- 
B, B-R2; 25. B-Q6ch, K-N; 26. R-K, 
B-K3; 27. P-QN4, P-R4; 28. P-QR4, 
P-Q6 and White resigned. 


CHESS LETTER FROM GERMANY 

By FRITZ BARKHUIS, Dusseldorf 

(Translated by Prof. Frank Schneider, Santa Rosa) 

The German chess players felt a great relief when 
the end of 1948 brought about the first start of Ger¬ 
man chess champions in foreign countries. For too 
long a time the young and old German masters had to 
face each other in national tournaments, which did 
not offer anything new any more. The old men like 
Kieninger, who won the German championship in 
1947, Dr. Rodl, Rellstab, the old tournament fox 
and Germany’s leading theoretician, Kurt Richter, 
who publishes again the "Deutsche Schachblatter," 
Ahues, Samisch, etc., held their own, although 
seriously attacked by the young ones, primarily the 22 
year old student Unzicker from Munich, who won the 
title after a dramatic competition with Kieninger, but 
also by the fantastic Niephaus, the youth champion of 
1947 Lothat Schmit, Teschner, Dr. Troger, etc. The 
most important question was: How will our cham¬ 
pions do at tournaments abroad? The young champion 
of Germany, Unzicker was the first to go abroad. He 
went to Switzerland where he participated at the 
Luzern Christmas tournament. He came, saw and won 
in a convincing manner. He is Germany’s great hope, 
but just in Luzern he lost his only game against the 
old fox Samisch, Germany’s finest player, to whom 
great successes were only denied because of his 
eternal struggle against the clock. 

Unziger went from Luzern to Velbert in the Rhine 
province, where there are the greatest lock (padlock) 
factories in Europe, in order to meet the Viennese 
champion Honlinger for a comparative match of 6 
games. The result was 4-2 in favor of Unzicker. Here 
is the second game, which was won by Unzicker: 
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White: UNZICKER 
CARO-KANN 

Black: 

Honlinger 

1. 

P-K4 

P-QB3 

22. NxNP 

R-Nl 

2. 

P-Q4 

P-Q4 

23. Q-R3 

PxN 

3. 

N-QB3 

PxP 

24. QxN 

RxP 

4. 

NxP 

B-B4 

25. N-K4 

Q-B4 

5. 

N-N3 

B-N3 

26. QR-B1 

B-K4 

6. 

N-B3 

N-Q2 

27. QxBP 

RxBP 

7. 

B-Q3 

P-K3 

28. NxR 

QxNch 

8. 

0-0 

KN-B3 

29. K-Rl 

QxNP( 6) 

9. 

R-Kl 

B-K2 

30. Q-K6ch 

K-R2 

10. 

P-B4 

0-0 

31. RxB 

R-B5 

11. 

BxB 

RPxB 

32. R-K3 

R-KR5ch 

12. 

B-B4 

N-Kl 

33. K-Nl 

Q-R7ch 

1,3. 

N-K4 

QN-B3 

34. K-B2 

R-KB5ch 

14. 

N-B3 

N-Q3 

35. R-KB3 

Q-R5ch 

15. 

Q-N3 

Q-Q2 

36. K-K3 

RxR 

16. 

N-K5 

Q-Bl 

37. KxR 

Q-R4ch 

17. 

P-Q5 

N-R4 

38. Q-N4 

Q-Q4ch 

18. 

B-N3 

NxB 

39. K-N3 

Q-Q3ch 

19. 

RPxB 

KPxP 

40. Q-B4 

Q-Q6ch 

20. 

21. 

PxP 

PxP 

B-B3 

PxP 

41. K-R2 

Resigns 


CHESS STORY 

Translated from Swedish 
By S. O. JOHNSON, Sacramento 
The Russian Chess Master Michael Tschigorin was 
on the way to a chess tournament on the continent, 
and stopped to wait for transportation at a Russian 
inn. To spend the time while waiting he brought 
forth his chess men and board and commenced to 
analyze chess openings. The inn-keeper saw this and 
became interested. "Can you really play chess?" he 
asked Tschigorin. "Yes, some," he answered, irritated 
at having been interrupted. "That is interesting," said 
the inn-keeper, "I can tell you that I am an enthusi¬ 
astic chess player and beat everyone in this district. 
If we can play a game I will show you." The chess 
master did not feel like turning him down and played 
an absent-minded game, and the inn-keeper succeeded 
with a mating combination and Tschigorin lost. "Now 
you can see," he said, "that I never lose a game.” 

Disappointed with his mistake, Tschigorin said, 
"let us play another game, and this time I will give 
you a castle." The inn-keeper did not know what odds 
meant, and had it explained and the game commenced. 
This time Tschigorin did not make any mistakes, and 
after some complicated maneuvers he won. "Many 
thanks," said the inn-keeper, "for this new trick you 
have taught me. I have played chess for twenty years, 
but I never knew it was such an advantage to begin 
the game with a castle short.” 


Game Played by Correspondence, 1949 

(In sending in this game, H. Gordon, Los Angeles 
city champion, says that "this is one of the most 
delightful games he ever played, and feels it will 
give pleasure to all lovers of chess. Most of all it will 
give courage and hope to those who feel timid when 
playing with the black pieces . . .”) 

White: R. W. Banner, Orange. 

Black: H. GORDON, Los Angeles. 

ALBIN COUNTER GAMBIT. 


1 . 

P-Q4 

P-Q4 

12. Q-Bl 

RxB 

2. 

P-QB4 

P-K4 

13. NxR 

N-KB3 

3. 

QPxP 

P-Q5 

14. P-R3 

BxNch 

4. 

N-KB3 

N-QB3 

15. QxB 

N-K5 

5. 

QN-Q2 

B-KN5 

16. Q-Bl 

R-Ql 

6. 

P-KR3 

B-KB4 

17. P-KN4 

N-B4 

7. 

N-N3 

B-N5ch 

18. P-K3 

B-K5 

8. 

B-Q2 

Q-K2 

19. P-B4 

Q-K2 

9. 

QNxP 

NxN 

20. R-R2 

Q-R5ch 

10. 

NxN 

0-0-0 

21. K-K2 

Q-N6 

11. 

N-N3 

QxP 

White resigns. 


Two dollars ($2.00) a year gets you the best 
magazine on the West Coast. Get your friends to sub¬ 
scribe, too! All the latest chess books can be ordered 
through CALIFORNIA CHESS NEWS. Help in the 
promotion of chess. 


POSTAL CHESS GAMES 

Editor: R. de Forest Taylor 
129 Rey St., San Francisco 24, Calif. 

Some complaints have been received about delays 
in answering moves. No action has been taken as 
yet. Please observe the rule pertaining to time limits. 

Another point has been brought up. One player 
states he has been receiving cards bearing erasures. 
Please initial any erasures, or better, make out a new 
card. 

New players: Donald E. Welch, San Mateo, Fair; 
Oliver W. Wieden, San Francisco, Average; Harold 
G. Kispert, Carson City, Nev., Average; H. D. Brown, 
Dixon; Thomas Weston, Merced, Average; Geo. T. 
Hodges, Dixon, Average; Miss Letha Wolf, San Fran¬ 
cisco, Fair; Donald C. McDaniel, Los Angeles, Strong. 

A very warm welcome to our First Lady of Postal 
Chess. Can’t we have more? 

Results: Mr. Shearon Bonner reports a win over 
Mr. Robert Upham (1948-5-1). 

PRESENTING IN PERSON! 

(C. C. N. Correspondence Players) 

DAN AMNEUS 
San Gabriel, California 

Born 1919; learned chess sometime 
before the Rooseveltian era t but 
can’t remember just when; played 
in junior high school and high 
school matches; captain of U. C. 
chess team 1939; U. S. Army 
1943-46; since then 1 have been 
doing graduate work in English at 
U. 5. C. 


M. A. SANDERS 

Was born in Wisconsin about 
46 years ago. The family moved 
to San Jose, California just in 
time for the 1906 earthquake. 
At the age of six, found it pos¬ 
sible to fall on my face from the 
seat of a one horse wagon and 
get run over. This might not 
have any connection with the 
way I play chess. 

Have lived in various parts of 
San Joaquin County since 1912. 
In school, my teachers did not 
rate me a mental prodigy. 

Have been employed at the Stockton plant of Fibre- 
board Products for the past twenty years which should 
be final proof that I am slightly crazy. 

Made one previous abortive attempt to learn chess. 
Could find no one to practice on and had not heard 
about postal chess. 

In 1945 my brother, Sam, got out of the navy and 
settled in Stockton. When he asked me if I ever 
learned to play chess my wife became a chess widow. 
In the next two years we played whenever our pro¬ 
pinquity was coincident. Then we began to wonder if 
we were ready for the world championship. We 
visited the Modesto Chess Club and found Herb 
Betker and Monte Jackson available. After this it 
seemed that we could use a little practice with strong 
players so were among the first to join the present 
Chess Club meeting in Stockton. 

Am new at postal chess but find it very instructive 
and educational. Hope to win a section some day. 

My hobby of naval cancellation collecting is dor¬ 
mant for the nonce but not forgotten. Have several 
thousand 'covers” from most of the ships of the navy, 
stuck around in shoe boxes, drawers and albums. My 
most prized item is a twentieth anniversary cover from 
the "Arizona” with the autograph of Admiral C. C. 
Block. Only three of these are supposed to exist. 

Have a long suffering wife and six year old daugh¬ 
ter, sometimes called boss, and sub boss. 
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THE MORPHY STONE 

By W. HOWARD DONNELLY 
San Francisco 

Most of our readers are familiar 
with the dramatic life and games of 
Paul Morphy, but how many of them 
have heard of the Morphy Stone? 

They are aware now, however, that 
at the end of the fourth round in the 
Bay Area League, Class A, John Wat¬ 
son on first board for the Russians, is 
batting 1000%—with wins over A. J. 
Fink of Mechanics, Preo Brazenske of 
Oakland, Sosnick of the University of 
California, and Barlow of the Castle 
Club. 

Although since boyhood possessed 
with a supreme reverence for the name 
of Morphy, and although known fa¬ 
miliarly throughout the Bay Area as 
“The Genius,” until this year, Watson 
had never won a single game in a 
tournament. 

Whence, then, his sudden, startling 
improvement? Is it to be attributed to 
the swift development of youth—his 
twenty-ninth summer lies behind—; or 
the unseasoned development of natal 
talent long dormant; or midnight oil 
plus terrific bombardment of the neu¬ 
rons; or must we take into account 
the pilgrimage he made last year to 
New Orleans, and his discovery of the 
Morphy Stone? 

Approaching the scene of Morphy’s 
early triumphs, as well as his decline, 
Watson was alive with expectation. 
But at the door of the Morphy Club, 
because he had no letter of introduc¬ 
tion, he was barred entrance, and 
turned away. 

Thereupon, he began inquiries as to 
the site of Morphy’s tomb. But, as 
though Morphy had never lived—or 
never died—no one could tell him. To 
Watson this was a challenge. And all 
summer long under the magnolias, he 
went from stone to stone, and from 
cemetery to cemetery, reading the 
names of the dead. And, at length, he 
came to the last cemetery, and to the 
last tomb. With trepidation he scan¬ 
ned the names and the dates. But no— 

Though his heart sank, he deter¬ 
mined he would retrace his steps once 
again, and, figuratively speaking, leave 
no stone unturned. 

After seven or eight weeks of his 
auest, in the graveyard called “Old St. 
Louis, No. 1,” he suddenly felt, vaguely 
at first, then more definitely, an aware¬ 
ness that he was near his goal. He 
turned around and before him was a 
family lot, desolate and in ruins. The 


little, rusting iron fence was sagging, 
the gate near falling from its hinges, 
and deep cracks in the very earth. 
Hardly legible all the names and dates 
were listed on a single stone. At the 
very bottom of the list, as if only ordi¬ 
nary significance was the name of Paul 
Morphy. Watson was shaken. To see 
such state of disrepair, and that no 
more fitting monument had been erect¬ 
ed left him wholly at a loss. 

Finally he reached over the fence 
and grasped a loosened particle of that 
disintegrating monument — no bigger 
than a dime, it was—to possess and 
cherish always. All unsuspecting that 
this fragment might possess any 
strange powers, he began his home¬ 
ward journey. Ever since that day his 
game stands up in the conflict as 
though builded indeed on solid rock. 
And at every match, in his upper vest 
pocket, he wears a tiny grey chip he 
calls the Morphy Stone. 


Played in the S. F. Bay Championship. 

White: L. Boyette (Mechanics Institute) 

Black: R. TRENBERTH (Oakland) 
IRREGULAR DEFENSE 
Notes by C. R. Wilson 

1. P-K4 P-Q3 5. N-B3 B-N5 

2. P-Q4 N-KB3 6. B-K2 P-K3 

3. N-QB3 P-QB3 7. P-K5 

4. P-KB4 Q-N3 

More prudent was 7. O-O. 

7. . . . N-Q4 

8. N-K4 BxN 

9. BxB N-Q2 

Preventing 10. 0-0 bv the threat of 

10. . . . PxP; 11. PxP, NxP. 

If now 10. PxP, N(Q2)-B3 recovers 
the Pawn. 

10. P-B3 PxP 14. N-N5 B-K2 

11. BPxP P-QB4! 15. BxN Q-R4ch! 

12. P-QR3 PxP 16. P-N4 BxPch? 

13. PxP R-B 

This appears to be unsound. Simply 

16. . . . QxB would give Black a good 
game. 

17. PxB QxR 

18. O-O! 0-0 

Tf 18. . . . PxB; 19. P-K6!, PxP; 20. 
NxKP with a winning attack. 

19. B-K4? 

This is weak. The winning move 
was 19. NxKP since Black cannot re¬ 
capture (19. . . . PxN; 20. BxPch, K-R; 
21. RxRch, RxR; 22. BxN). 


19. 

20. 

P-KR3 

N-B3 R(KBl)-O 

24. 

25. 

pC 

O* G 
CO !>■ 

OfX 

66 

QxB! 

K-B 

21. 

B-B2 

Q-B6 

26. 

0-R8ch 

K-K2 

22. 

R-R2 

N-N3 

27. 

OxNP 

RxB! 

23. 

B-N2? 

QxNP 

28. 

N-Q2 


Threatening 29. QxP Mate. 


28. 


0-R8ch 

31. 

QxPch 

K-B 

29. 

R-B 

QxPch 

32. 

QxPch 

Q-Q 2 

30. 

K-R 

K-Q2 

33. 

Resigns. 
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Salinas Chess Club News 

By PHILLIPS WYMAN, JR. 

The Salinas Chess Club is in the midst of their 
winter tournaments. No holds are barred. We have 
had everything from short games to one between Mr. 
Marks and Mr. Wyman which lasted 87 moves and 
four hours and twenty minutes. Clocks are being used 
and Mr. Clark and Mr. Oakes were battling it out in 
the sixth round when they suddenly noticed that they 
both had about 25 minutes to make 33 moves. They 
did, both missing several opportunities, and then ad¬ 
journed their game. The gallery was terrific and we 
all hung breathlessly ■ on their each and every move. 
The game is reproduced below. 

After four weeks of instruction by a few of the 
older chess players, the junior members enjoyed the 
privilege of an afternoon session with Mr. Kolta- 
nowski. After "Kolty’s” instruction period, he took 
the Juniors on in a simultaneous exhibition. Of six¬ 
teen starters, Clifford Berryessa, Tommy Cocoles, Gary 
Garner, and Robert Messera came up with wins. 
Any of you clubs offer a challenge to our Juniors? 

The Juniors are now fighting it out in their own 
tournaments which we call Class "C” for interme¬ 
diates and Class "D” for beginners. Standings after 
the sixth round in the Class "A” Championship are: 
Phil Wyman 5^4, Glenn Detweiler and Wayne Pope 
3J4» George Oakes and Carl Taylor 3, Foster Clark, 
John Marks and Rolla Taylor 2, Dr. David-Malig 
IV2, and Dr. Ayres 1. In the Class "B” Champion¬ 
ship, Elmer Hawkins is leading with 4}4, Wallace 
Hafner 4, Gary Garner and Carl Sauer 3, David 
Flippin, John Douglass and Sam Lowe 214, Ted 
Lang 2, Don Ward and Nicky Willis 1, and Ted 
Steinbruner 0. 


SIXTH ROUND OF THE SALINAS CITY 
CHAMPIONSHIP TOURNAMENT 
Notes by PHIL WYMAN 

White: Foster Clark Black: George B. Oakes 

Picture the scene in the Salinas YMCA where these 
two old cronies meet, after many years of chess for 
fun, in a battle with clocks. George, the defending 
champion, knows Foster is a master of the Max Lange 
and the French Defense is George’s forte. It’ll be a 
tight game and they only have 2 V3 minutes per move. 
Oh well, here goes . . . 


1. P-K4 

P-K3 

4. 

NxP N-KB3 

2. P-Q4 

P-Q4 

5. 

Q-KB3 


3. N-QB3 

PxP 



Caution to the 

winds. 




5. . . . 



B-K2 


Why not QxP- 

—two can 

play 

a wide open 

game. 

6. B-K3 



QN-Q2 

7. B-Q3 



N-Q4 


8. B-Q2 



N-N5 


What is to be gained? 

The 

King Bishop 

is the 

troub'e maker. 




9. BxN 

BxBch 

12. 

N-B4 

0-0 

10. P-B3 

B-K2 

13. 

Q-R3 

N-B3 

11. N-R3 

P-KR3 


All harmless looking but 




14. P-KN4! ?! ? 


P-K4 


What else? 





15. PxP 



NxP 


16. Q-R5 

17. P K6 



P-KN4 


What would a 

master have done? 


17. . . . 



N-K4 



The saving move. The Knight at K4 will trouble 
White for many moves to come. At this point White 
has 27 minutes for his 2 3 moves and Black has 25 
minutes. 


18. 0-0-0 K-N2 

19. KR-Nl BxP 

20. P-KR4 R-KR1 

Solidifying his defense. 

21. NxBch PxN 

22. B-B2 Q-KB1 

23. N-Q2 

White touched the Knight and had to move it. 
PxP looks good but Black simply moves Q-B5ch. 


23. . . . 

24. K-Nl 

25. N-N3 

26. BxR 


Q-B5 27. R-Rl 

QR-Q1 28. PxP 

RxRch 29. N-Q4 

QxBP 30. P-R3 


Time pressure again (or should I 
Better would have been B-K2. 

30. . . . 

31. B-N3 


Q-N7 

BxP 


K-B3 


say, "still”). 


R-Ql 


What, after White takes the Pawn? 

31. . . . N-Q6 

32. R-R2? Q-N8ch 

33. K-R2 N-B5 


Now it is Black’s turn to miss. Clock shows ten 
minutes for eight moves. N-B8ch wins a piece and a 
pawn, and forces the knights to exchange. Also 
N-B5 does no harm to White. 

34. R-Rl NxQ 38. NxBP RxPch 

35. RxQ N-B5 39- KxR N-Q6ch 

36. R-Kl R-Q3 40. K-R2 NxR 

37. N-N5 R-Q7 

White made his last six moves in 4 minutes while 
Black made his in 7 minutes. 

41. NxP B-Q7 

42. N-Q8 BxP 

43. NxP N-Q6 

Even now, they don’t slow down. 

44. B-B2 N-B7 47. K-N3 K-K4 

45. B-N3 P-KR4 48. B-B6 P-R6 

46. B-Q5 P-R5 

A blunder, for if KxB, winning a piece, as K-Q3 
easily reestablishes control of the diagonal. 

49. B-B3 

White didn’t even see it!!! 

49- . . . K-B5 

50. B-Q5 P-R7? 

51. B-N2 B-Q5 

52. K-B4 B-K6 

53. P-R4 (sealed move) 

The game was adjourned here and play will be 
resumed on March 15 th. 



Can Black win? Can White draw? Or even win? 
We’ll let you know the actual outcome. But the 
Salinas Chess Club offers a year’s subscription to 
CCN to any friend you mention (who is not already 
a subscriber) for the best analysis of the position for 
both Black and White. If it is a draw, show why, 
and if a win, show how. 

Send your answer to California Chess News, Box 
124, Santa Rosa, California where Mr. K will hold 
them until the game is finished. 

Eureka Chess Club 

By BERNON MITCHELL 

An exhibition by George Koltanowski here was the 
start to forming a chess club that meets Saturday 
evenings at the YMCA. At the first meeting there, 11 
players were present, although we expect more when 
a better night can be agreed upon. At our next meet¬ 
ing we will elect officers. 

Koltanowski won all his games except one that he 
lost to Bernon Mitchell. 
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San Francisco Bay Area Chess League 

By GUTHRIE McCLAIN 

The playoff between Castle and Russians for the A 
Division Championship was played Feb. 12, 1949- 


Castle 


Russians 


Prof. Branch . 

.. 0 

C. Svalberg . 

. 1 

W. Barlow . 

.. 1 

J. Watson . 

. 0 

D. Belmont . 

- Vl 

E. Pruner . 

- Vi 

D. Vedensky . 

.. 1 

H. Donnelly . 

. 0 

G. McClain . 

- J /2 

W. Leeds . 

- Vi 

Dr. M. Shimkin. 

.. 1 

P. Prokoodin . 

. 0 

M. Eudey . 

.. 0 

4 

G. Lewis . 

. l 

3 

Russian Chess 

Club had 

White on odd numbers. 


It was a hard fought match. 

Here follows an interesting game from this match. 
White: Wm. P. Barlow (Castle). 

Black: J. Watson (Russians). 

KING’S BISHOP GAMBIT 


1 . 

P-K4 

P-K4 

15. 

Q-Q3 

N-R3 

2. 

P-KB4 

PxP 

16. 

B-Q2 

K-N2 

3. 

B-B4 

P-KN4(a) 

17. 

QR-Kl(e) PxP 

4. 

P-KR4 

P-KR4 

18. 

NxB 

, QxNN4 

5. 

P-Q4 (b) 

P-Q4 

19. 

PxP 

R-KB1 

6. 

BxQP 

B-KN5 

20. 

B-B3 

P-B6 

7. 

N-KB3 

P-QB3 

21. 

P-K6ch 

N-B3 

8. 

B-N3 

B-R3 (c) 

22. 

N-K4 (f) 

Q-N3 

9. 

N-B3 

N-Q2 

23. 

Q-Q7ch 

K-Rl 

10 . 

P-K5 

Q-K2 

24. 

P-K7! 

R-KN 1(g) 

11. 

PxP 

BxP 

25. 

BxNch 

R2-N2 (f) 

12. 

N-K4 

P-B3 (d) 

26. 

Q-Q2 

R-Kl 

13. 

N-Q6ch 

K-Bl 

27. 

Q-N5 

Resigns. 

14. 

0-0 

R-R2 





Notes by the winner: 

(a) This move is good against the King’s Knight 
Gambit but . scarcely playable against the King’s 
Bishop Gambit. 

(b) Or 5. N-KB3, P-N5; 6. N-N5 is also good. 

(c) If 8. . . . BxN; 9- PxB with advantage. 

(d) If 12. . . . B-R5ch; 13. K-Bl, and Black has 
everything in take. 

(e) White has completed his development. 

(f) 22. P-K7, will also win but the text leads 
to a neat combination. 

(g) If 24. . . BxQ; 25. PxR=Qch, N-Nl; 26. 
BxNch wins. 

(h) If 25. . . . QxB; 26. NxQ, BxQ; 27. NxB, 
RxPch; 28. K-Rl wins. 

La Mesa Chess Club 

By W. B. PATTERSON 

Our club has just completed a tournament in which 
the membership was divided into three groups accord¬ 
ing to relative abilities, then played a Round Robin 
within each group. Mr. George Hunnex, an instructor 
at Grossmont High School took top honors and re¬ 
ceived a lapel pin (chessboard topped by a king’s 
crown). The second and third group winners are 
Jim Phelan and Mrs. Sterling Smith and each won a 
year’s subscription to California Chess News. 

Capital City Chess Club 

By NEIL T. AUSTIN, Sacramento 

With two more rounds of play remaining in the 
annual City Championship, the present tittle holder, 
J. B. Gee held a slim lead with 3-0. Close on his 
heels with lYz-Vi, were two former champions, M. 
O. Meyer and A. R. Chapman, together with C. J. 
Carey and Dr. D. J. Yuke. F. B. Jackson, recovering 
from an upset loss in the first round, was among 
those still in the running with 2-1. 

W. J. (Bill) Prewett, of Auburn passed away 
early this month. Mr. Prewett was very well-known 
as a correspondence player, and was former president 
of the CCLA. At one time, he could lay claim to 
playing more correspondence games than any one else, 
some 600 games. He never set up a board for his 
games, but made all his moves from diagrams. In 
spite of this, and the fact that he disdained all open¬ 
ing theory, he was still a remarkably strong player. 


Palo Alto Chess Club 

By TED DANA 

Our club beat the Tower Club of Berkeley by 6 
to 1. Dr. Gordon F. Mills, Stanford graduate has been 
appointed to a key, but secret, administrative and 
technical post at Oak Ridge atomic energy plant in 
Tennessee. Oak Ridge gain is our chess club’s loss, 
as Gordon was a good man on our team. 

Here is a game played by Mills against Ulvestad, 
with notes by Mills. 



G. F. MILLS 


White: Ulvestad. v Black: Mills 

FRENCH DEFENCE 


1 . 

P-Q4 

P-K3 

20. 

KR-K1 

K-B2 

2. 

P-K4 

P-Q4 

21. 

K-Bl 

RxR 

3. 

P-K5 

P-QB4 

22. 

RxR 

R-Kl 

4. 

PxP(1) 

'/' N-QB3 

23. 

RxR 

KxR 

5. 

N-KB3 

BxP 

24. 

P-B4 

P-QN4 

6. 

B-Q3 

P-KB3 V 

25. 

K-K2 

P-QN5 

7. 

PxP 

NxP 

26. 

B-Bl 

P-QR4 

8. 

0-0 

P-K4 (2) 

27. 

B-N2 

K-B2 

9. 

B-QN5 

B-KN5 (3) 

28. 

P-N4 

P-KR3 

10. 

P-KR3 

BxN (4) 

29. 

K-B3 

P-QR5 

11. 

QxB 

0-0 

30. 

P-KR4 

P-QR6 (7) 

12. 

B-K3 

N-K5 

31. 

B-Bl 

P-N6! 

13. 

Q-K2 

N-Q5 

32. 

PxP 

B-N5! 

14. 

Q-Q3 

Q-N3 (5) 

33. 

BxP 

BxB 

15. 

N-B3 

NxN 

34. 

P-KR5 

P-N3 

16. 

PxN 

QxB 

35. 

PxPch 

KxP 

17. 

PxN 

QxQ 

36. 

KN-3 

B-Q3 

18. 

PxQ 

PxP (6) 

37. 

K-B3 

P-KR4 

19. 

B-Q2 

KR-K1 

Resigns 



( 1) This is certainly unusual but Ulvestad claims 
to like it! 

(2) Had I castled first he could have put diffi¬ 
culties in the way of this move. 

( 3) Black has been allowed an ideal development. 

(4) Perhaps B to KR-4 was better but I saw that 
I could gain still another tempo by castling after the 
queen recaptures. 

(5) I momentarily overlooked that this unguards 
the QP. 

(6) After all the "horsing” around I win a 
doubled pawn but it is difficult to see how I could 
have obtained a more concrete advantage. BxP would 
have forced the trade of bishops but then White 
would have had some counter play against the doubled 
pawns. 

(7) White is offered "Hobson’s choice,” if the 
bishop moves to R-l he has no more moves while on 
B-l he loses but more rapidly. 
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CHICO CHESS ENTHUSIASTS MEET KOLTANOWSKI 



The champ makes a move while Jerome Coleman, young chess enthusiast, watches breathlessly. Other youngsters 
in the picture are, left to right: Marshall Ginder, Otis Scarborough, Leroy Merlcx, Coleman, and Alan Eggles. 
Complete story on children’s chess at the Central School, Chico, will appear next month, by M. Schmelka. 


San Jose Chess Club 

By HARRY SHAW 

Interest in chess is increasing in San Jose. A few 
years ago, it was a difficult task to gather a dozen 
players together for an exhibition but visits by George 
Koltanowski, Olaf Ulvestad, Weaver Adams and 
Charles Bagby have brought out a number of players 
and made it possible to compile a good mailing list 
and to get a club started. The club meets on Tuesdays 
and recent meetings have been well attended. There 
are three ladies now in the group and it is our hope 
that more will avail themselves of the opportunity to 
learn and play this fine game. 

San Jose State College has a small group meeting 
and playing matches on the campus. The San Jose 
High School is also sponsoring a team with some very 
promising students, all anxious to improve their chess. 

We are puzzled slightly, at the strategy of the 
Berkeley Club in their failure to provide an opponent 
against Board No. 1 in their match with our club. 
While Adams is a strong player, we do not think 
he is that good. Whatever the plan was, it was not 
successful in the final results. We think also this 
brought about an injustice, both to the Berkeley team 
members, who all had to drop down and play against 
less stronger players and to San Jose’s Number 1 
player. He had driven some 60 miles and came along 
in good faith expecting to have the enjoyment of a 
game. After all, these interclub matches are to pro¬ 
mote good fellowship and sociability among chess 
players. Let us not lose sight of the fun and social 
aspects of the game in our desire to win matches. 


San Jose 


Hayward Chess 

Club 

Adams . 

.. 1 

Neilson . 

.. 0 

Mueller . 

. 0 

Nedham . 

.. 1 

David-Malig . 

. 0 

Lynch . 

.. 1 

Crofut . 

. 0 

Gonzales . 

.. 1 

Daugherty . 

- Vi 

Willows . 

- V 

O’Shaughnessy .... 

. 1 

Abbott . 

.. 0 

Buschine . 

- !/2 

3 

Perry . 

- V 

4 

San Jose 


Berkeley Chess Club 

Adams . 

. 1 

No opponent . 

.. 0 

Mueller . 

. 0 

Schott . 

.. 1 

David-Malig . 

. 1 

Carpenter . 

.. 0 

Crofut . 

. 1 

Swink . 

.. 0 

Daugherty . 

. 1 

Yarwood . 

.. 0 

Buschine . 

. 0 

Muller . 

.. 1 

Bryner . 

. 1 

5 

Thakwell . 

.. 0 

2 


Port Angeles, Washington 

By HAROLD McLAUGHLIN 
Interest centered among Roosevelt High School 
boys and girls with Bill Ensor taking the 1948 Golden 
Queen trophy while Bill’s best friend, Don Wilbur 
lost out by a one point margin. In order to make 
chess an evening activity all games are going to be 
played under Hi-Y sponsorship. A Gold King trophy 
will go to the young champion. 

Fresno Chess Club 

By DR. C. WESLEY BIRD 
A rapid transit tournament was won by Dr. C. W. 
Bird. N. J. Norden was second. Both winners re¬ 
ceived book prizes. 
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Salem, Oregon, Chess Club 

By REV. GEORGE H. SWIFT 

A large crowd turned out to see George Koltanowski 
at the Salem Chess Club on February 18th. The 
blindfold Chess Champion played three blindfold 
games, winning two and drawing one. He also played 
eighteen boards simultaneously, winning sixteen, 
drawing one, and losing one. 

After the games Koltanowski gave a Knight’s Tour 
exhibition and a lecture. Also he gave the club some 
good advice in regard to developing club membership 
and holding newcomers in the club. 

The exhibition was thoroughly enjoyed by all. 
This is the third time Koltanowski has appeared at 
the Salem club. 

Tacoma Chess Club 

By RAY HISCOX 

The only news items I am able to furnish at this 
time are the organization of two new chess clubs. 
One, of which you may have already gotten informa¬ 
tion, is at the Seattle University. Mr. T. Pat Corbett 
is helping it get started. 

The other is being started March 2nd at the South 
Tacoma Community Center, in South Tacoma. I am 
helping with the organizing of this club. For a time, 
at least, it will meet on the first and third Wednes¬ 
days of each month. However, I believe that the full 
and aggressive program being planned will soon ex¬ 
pand this new enterprise into a weekly meeting affair. 
Special interest will be shown to players of less ad¬ 
vanced ability and to new players. A class for be¬ 
ginners is also under consideration. I believe that a 
chess club that considers the top ranking players as 
the main show, to the utter neglect of beginners, is 
doomed to stagnation. 

Oakdale Chess Club 

By C. J. SMITH 

Announcing the formation of a new chess club: 
The Oakdale Chess Club. C. J. Smith was elected 
president; B. Partz, vice-president; S. Wakefield, sec¬ 
retary-treasurer. Meetings will be held in the basement 
of the Episcopal Church every Monday evening 7 to 
11 p. m. Visitors welcome. 


San Diego Chess Club 

By VINCENT R. JORDAN 
On February 19, 1949 the San Diego Chess Club 
played Chula Vista, Escondido and La Mesa chess 
clubs in the Sandford Hotel Lounge, San Diego. 
The score was as follows: 

Chula Vista . 2 y 2 San Diego . 3 Vi 

Escondido . 3 San Diego 4 

La Mesa . 4 San Diego 5 


Visitors .. 9V2 San Diego . 12Y 2 

The San Diego club had expected to make a better 
score for the other clubs had been recently formed. 

We trembled in our boots and plan to do better 
next time. 


Vancouver, B. C., Chess Club 

By A. E. RUSSELL 

On Monday Feb. 26th the Vancouver Chess Club 
celebrated its 38th anniversary. President Adrian 
Russell, ably assisted by vice-president J. A. Mc- 
Charles provided a splendid and at times, hilarious, 
program for the members and invited guests from 
other clubs. 

There was a 12-board simultaneous, where 24 
players made consecutive moves at different tables. 

In Kriegspiel D. Creemer won from R. A. Douglas 
and B. A. Yates won from veteran A. Stevenson. 

A dainty luncheon was then served, featured by an 
immense birthday cake, artistically decorated with a 
sugar chess problem, in the course of which founders 
of the club, and honored guests, Messrs. A. Stevenson, 
Yates, and Birmingham entertained the players with 
amusing incidents of the early days of chess in Van¬ 
couver; Mr. Stevenson, with special reference to a club 
with a "Marble Staircase,” and Mr. Birmingham with 
his story about how a "red-headed Irish miner” in the 
Yukon in 1896, routed a would-be champion from 
the United States. 

A match with human chess pieces was then staged 


on a board with three foot squares. The head gear of 
each piece was really a work of art. After maneuvering 
for a while on both sides, the game suddenly came to 
an abrupt end, when bold Rook Burrell took into 
captivity Queen Creemer, notwithstanding pirate-look¬ 
ing Knight Eminson’s attempt at rescue. 

Carson City, Nevada, Chess Club 

By H. G. KISPERT 

A chess club was formed here on Feb. 14 and 
Walter Van Tilford Clark was elected president and 
Hal Kispert, secretary and tournament director. The 
club meets on Tuesdays at the Orphan’s Home and 
visitors are welcome. William F. Tabor, Nevada state 
champion will give an exhibition in March. 


WHITE TO PLAY 

"I must go up to the attic,” she said, "perhaps I 
can reach him from there.” 

And so she did; mate in 12, yes TWELVE moves. 
This one is by S. R. Barrett, and try to curb that 
impulse to look at the solution on Page 16. 

81818181818IppQKPPPl |k71—12moves 
Solutions: No. 42. B-Q4; No. 43. B-Q4; No. 44. 
N-Q5 also Q-R4 and N-N8. 

No. 45. B. G. Laws. 



Mate in two 
No. 46. L. A. LeMieux. 



Mate in two 
No. 47. B. Albert. 



Mate in two 

Send solutions c-o California Chess News, within 
one month after publication. 
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK 

GREETINGS! 

Dr. Max Euwe has promised us a 
series of letters on his trip entitled 
“From Iceland to Guatemala” which 
will make its bow next month. 

Also Prof. Newton Grant’s article on 
the “Alekhine Defence” should be of 
interest to our theoretical students. 
This, in addition to the many usual 
and unusual features of our magazine. 

It is evident that we are advancing 
in the presentation of our magazine 
from the many letters we receive from 
our readers. Naturally there is plenty 
of room for improvement. We know it, 
and intend to improve. 

To achieve this, we want to give 
more pages and a cover. The only way 
we can accomplish this is by your con¬ 
tinued support. Send in your games, 
news, articles, comments, and stories; 
and last but not least, do get us one 
new subscriber this coming month— 
and the 24 page magazine with its four 
nage cover will be a reality. Won’t you 
help? —George Koltanowski 

For better illumination use 

"ALL-BRITE” FIXTURES 

Made by 

Fluorescent Fixtures of California 
2779 Folsom St. San Francisco, Calif. 


Here is to more and better chess! 

FRED J. OBERLANDER 
BROWN & BIGELOW 
San Francisco 


From Page 15— 

(Solution: The Black King may only move from 
R8 to N8 and back again throughout the whole play. 
The White Queen’s travel is as follows: B3.Q3.Q4, 
K4, K5, KB5, KB6, KN6, KN7, KR8, and KR1 
mate.) 


SANTA BARBARA CHESS CLUB 

Santa Barbara, Calif. (Founded 1921) 

Meets daily from 2 p. m. to 5 p. m. Evenings: Mon¬ 
day and Friday from 7 p. m. to 10 p. m. at the 
RECREATION CENTER, Santa Barbara. 
Visitors are welcome! 

President: L. A. Cooke Secretary: E. C. Babcock 
Telephone 23760 


When in Los Angeles 

You are welcome at the 

LOS FELIZ CHESS CLUB 

3401 Riverside Drive, cor. Los Feliz Blvd. 
Telephone NO 11548 

Open every Monday and Wednesday evening from 
7:30 to midnight 


When in San Francisco 

You are welcome at the 

Y. M. C. A. CHESS CLUB 

220 Golden Gate Avenue 
Meets each Thursday from 8 p. m. 

For information telephone TUxedo 5-0460 


SANTA ROSA CHESS CLUB 

S^nta Rosa, Calif. 

Telephone 1700 

Meets Wednesday and Friday evenings from 8:00 
to midnight at the Faculty Room, Santa Rosa Junior 
College. 

Visitors always welcome! 

President, Frank Schneider; Secretary, Alan Kelly; 


HOW ABOUT GETTING YOUR CLUB 
ON THIS ROSTER? Ask for Terms. 


FROM OUR BOOK SHELF 

Order your books through 
CALIFORNIA CHESS NEWS 
CHESS MAGAZINES! We have them! 
"Caissa”—The German Magazine. (24 issues a year, 
16 pages each) $2.50 a year. 

JUST OUT—The following booklets—all in German: 


Deutsche Meisterschaft 1947. 

Part 1. Brinckmann . 35c 

Deutsche Meisterschaft 1947. 

Part 2. Brinckmann . 35c 

Mit vertauschten Farben by Dr. H. W. Dunhaupt 50c 

Deutsche Meisterschaft 1948 .$1.05 

Viermeisterturnicr Essen—1948 ..- 50c 

Carl Schlechter Gedenk-Turnier Vienna 

By Hans Muller .$2.50 

Turnierbuch Bern, 1932 

(Won by A. Alekhine) .$3.00 

Welt Meisterschaft Im Schach, 1948, I Part 

By Hans Muller . $1.50 

IN FRENCH 

Problemes Choisis, S’gmund Herland .$1.08 

IN ENGLISH: PRACTICAL CHESS 

By George Koltanowski .$2.50 














